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TO BE READ AT DECEMBER AND JUNE STATED CONVOCATIONS OF EVERY SUBORDINATE 
CHAPTER 

 
WHEREAS, the year of our Lord 2026 shall mark the Semi-quincentennial, the 250th Anniversary of the 

signing of the Declaration of Independence and the founding of the United States of America, a truly 
monumental occasion for all who cherish the principles of Liberty, Justice, and the pursuit of Happiness; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in Virginia, established in a cradle of American 
liberty, has long held a commitment to the highest ideals of Patriotism, Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth; and 
 

WHEREAS, this milestone provides a unique opportunity for Royal Arch Masons to publicly affirm our 
unwavering support for the foundations upon which our Nation rests and to honor the sacrifices made by our 
Masonic forefathers who participated in the establishment of this Republic; and 
 

WHEREAS, our Most Excellent Grand High Priest deems it both necessary and proper that our Royal Craft 
manifest its deep devotion to the Commonwealth and the Union through visible, public, and commemorative 
efforts; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, I Kyle William Strickland, Grand hIgh Priest of the Grand Chapter Royal Arch 
Masons in Virginia do hereby proclaim, direct, and urge every Subordinate Chapter within our Jurisdiction to 
participate actively and meaningfully in the great national celebration of the American Semi-quincentennial 
throughout the year 2026. 
 

A Call to Patriotic Action 
 

We call upon all Most Excellent High Priests, Officers, and Companions of every Chapter to diligently 
organize, attend, or otherwise publicly support suitable patriotic activities and events within their respective 
communities, including, but not limited to, the following directives: 
 

1. Public Processions: Chapters shall make every effort to appear in dignity and form by participating in 
local Fourth of July Parades, Veterans Day observances, or other community-led commemorative events 
that honor the 250th Anniversary, proudly wearing the colors of the Royal Arch. 

2. Civic Observances: Chapters are encouraged to host or support events that promote an understanding of 
our Nation's history, such as historical lectures, essay contests for youth, or public readings of the 
Declaration of Independence. 

3. Community Service: Chapters shall seek opportunities for visible community service projects designed 
to mark this anniversary and reflect the core Masonic principle of Relief. 



    

4. Historical Recognition: Chapters are encouraged to identify a local Revolutionary War memorial, 
historical site, or a gravesite of a Masonic figure from the founding era, and publicly commit to an act of 
support, maintenance, or commemoration to ensure its honor and preservation. 
 

Given under my hand and the Seal of the Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons in Virginia at the City of 
Chesapeake this 23rd day of November, A.D. 2025, A.I. 2555 and in the Two-Hundred and Eighteenth year of 
our Grand Chapter. 
 
 
 
  
 
         Kyle William Strickland 
         Grand High Priest 
 
 
 
 
Attest:  
 

Wayne H. Anderson 
Grand Secretary

 


