
The Mark Master
z\dditional Inlbrrnation fbr the Inquiring lt'ellowcraft

l'hc IVLuh Mastcr Dcgrcc is thc l'irst of tltc l{orul Arch Dcgrccs. it is ccrlainl_y an cxtcnsiou ol'thc lrcllol'craft
Dcgrcc, ldding cousiclerablv urorc ilctuii about our lncicrrt cnrfl. rvhcrcin is tluglrt order, rcgularity, and disciplinc. lt also
rclltcs to thc Fcllorvcrali Dcgrcc in its orglnizltron. 'fltc officcrs ncccssary for thc lvlark Mastcr Dcgrcc arc identical to
tint of thc Fcllorvcrift n'ith thc atlditiorr of llrrcc Ovcrsccrs u hoscjob it rs to cxiurrirrc ryork to dctcnniuc if it is acccptablc
lbr usc in thc 'l'crtrplc. thcrcb.r' crrtilling {hc ruakcr to rcccivc \\'llrcs.

In England, thc lvlurk Nlastcr Dcglcc is rcgludcd u'ith srrch high inrportuncc that it is uot part of iurl other lvla-
souic orgauization. but stands cutirclr ol its on n, Nirrk lr'lastcr Lodgcs :rrc orgarizcd inlo their owu Gnurd Lodgc of
Ivhrk lvlastcr lvlasons, courlllctc nith a Pror,inciul Grirncl [.odgc of'ficcr stnrclurc lsinriliu to our tlistricts u,ith Distrrct
I)cprrtr Gtltrd ivl:tslcrs)

'l'hc dcglcc of Nlarh lllasl"cr is clcsignctl 1o tcrrclr lhc I'rllrsurric sludclrl that all labor is slcrccl, horvo.er arrd u hen-
ct'cr pcrfonncd. prur,.idccl it is dolc irr a spirit crf scn'icc 1o lrulrauilr'.-l'he first scction of the Mark Mastcl Dcgrcc dcals
n itl horv l,ork rras prcscntccl ancl irrspcctcrl bc{brc lcccplaucc lbr usc iu building. Morc iruportaul was a nccd to idcnLifi'
{hc u'olh u'itlr l"hc distirrctivc nrark ol'thc craftsuurn elrgravcd upou caclr picce. tf an1. of Lhe lvod( u'as founcl to bc dc{'cc-
tivc.itu,asalrcas)rllatterforthcovcrsccrstoidcntifr thclault-r'cr:rflsmauandrcurcdythcdcfcct. Inthisurarurcr.thoscat
far,rlt *'cre dcnicd tvagcs w'lrilc thc diligcrrt lnd {litl{irl crul'tsrrrcu ucrc paid. Marks rvcrc gcncrally engraved upou faces
ol thc stoncs rvhich l'orrld not bc sccn. such as tlrc Iucc to l hich nror1lr rvould be applicd.

Auothcr problcur cncouu{crcd in tlrc scirlc ol'rr pro-iccL such ls thc buildiug of I(ing Solornon's Tcurplc ri'as
tl'aird.Corr,siclcrirrgtlrcrerr'crctl0.(XX)liclloir'cr.ltIlstobctcgulat1vpaid.rt'lta|.rt.oulcl
pclson jiout frauclulcrtly attcttrptittg to rcccivc \r[]gcs rvltcrt thc,\'\rcrc not duc him'/ T'he solutjou \\ils a sccrcI sigrt to
iclcntifi' [hosc cul"itlcd, aud itt tltc sluuc tirnc lo shorv thcir uriu'k. so thc Scnior Wardcn rvould krnu, that thc,v lvclc '\\'orlh]'
oftr.ag'cs.ltttltcclcrttorts|'tittionof{lrislltoccss.ltItitttptcssir'clcssotrislcanrrlrcgarclirrgtlrcpulislttuc
iltqlositrgrrpotrtltcCralt.l.ltcoIIcIrclcris[|rcIllc1it.itttarttlcdattclsctttlritcktotlrcqtrarr.ics
tlrl of n'rtgcs. 'fhis uxrtc firlly cxplitirrs thc Scnior \\/urrlcn's dutics ({o pa1' lhc Cralt thcir rvagcs if iulv bc duc) briefli'
lullucled to iu tltc opcuiug irud closirtg ritrrll of thc tlrst tlrrcc dcgrccs in thc l,lluc Lodgc.

'l'hc ucxt lcssort prcsctrtcd to tlte trur ll rrradc Nlark iVlastcr. iuuucdiatcll' aftcr taking lhc obligaLiou. is in ihc
chlritlblc aucl brctltcrl-r' usc ol thc lvlark itscll- tjsing a trit ol rrrisdircctiorr. thc uoy Miut M:rstcr alrrrost violalcs thc obli-
gittiort rvlticlt ltc has-iust takcn. I'his fintrl-r' ccrrrcnts rrrr undcntanding ol'horv thc lVliuh is lo bc uscd in addition to poiut-
irrg out ltou,citsih'lttrd cluickl_v \\c ciul foryct ot ovcrloolr a pmurisc thut hls bccrr nradc. lt also poitrts out thc ucccl 1o

cltrcfrrl l.l' cx:t utinc oursclvcs. rrruh iplc l i rncs. bc l or c i rct i r rg.
Ottcc tltc lcssotr of rccciving rvlrgcs sccrns {o bc frrlly undcrstood. tltc rrcrl Mark Mastcr is givcn I poiutccl lessou

in ltttntiiit.\' ;ttrd lhc ncccssitv ol'abiding b1 tlrc lltir'. l-hc lccture ol'this degrcc c.xphins thc origin of ourgcucral urarli to
bc ttotrc othcr than llrc pctsottitl ur:rrk o[- llrc nrost lr tistic of clur oliginal thrcc Ciraud Maslers.

'l'hc rt'oltirrg (ools of a Mark Maslcl rui: tlrc crtgntving clriscl und rnallct. thosc inplclrcnts uccessan for inscrib-
ittg otrc's tuarh iu tltc u'ork rvlrich hc prorhrccs. 'l hc chiscl lcachcs thc advitrrtagcs ol'disciplinc alrd eclucltion. As it rc-
tttovcs the totrglt crtclior, tcvcalittg tlrc hiddcn bcrtutv of-il gcnlstonc. so cducatiou rcr,ctrls lhc latcnt virlucs of thc nrincl.
Altcl. rcasott is to thc tttittcl as thc rn;rllct is lo lhc riotkrrtirtr. Unlightcrrcd rcason curbs aurbitiols. dcprcsscs cnl1', nroclcrr
atcs angcr, rrncl encour:rgcs goocl disltositious.

Wc arc rcuriltclccl tltat our cortdttcl is in hct lhc pruduct of our rlork as Masons rvlrich clcall_y bcius our unrk
t4rolt it. Wc sltoultl alit'lws act itt a ttltltlllcr t-lutt tr ill ri itltstund tltc tcst ol'thc Gnrud Or,crsccr's squalc alcl tlus avoicl bc-
ittg cltst ltsidc ls ilupcrl'ecl n'otk. utfit lbr usc ilr buildirrg that spiritrurl housc not nradc witlr |a1ds. Wc atc allso itfollccl
that should mislbtluuc assltil tts, ourlvlarkbecotucs a rcurinclcrof tlurt liicndslrip u'lrich lranscends all distrcss:r1d:rfgic-
liolr. and Llrat Lhc stonc tt.ltich ct,ctt tltc built]cr rcjcctcd. posscssing rrrcrits to lhcur rurkuorvl. bccalrs t1c clicf slotrc of tlrc
coI-lrcr.

Iior tttolc irtforrttatiott or to oblltiil a [)ctilion. lllcusc cniltilct thc ucarcst Ilo-tal Arch Clnptcr or lhc olTicc of thc
Grrrrrd Sccrctarl. Grand Chap{cr ILoval z\rch l\lusorrs in Virginiir.4l()l Ninc IvIilc l{oad. ILiclutroncl. VA 23223-4399.-I'hc ol'Iicc clttr also bc rcacltcd vilt phorrc (fl()-l ll) ()t20) or c-rtraj[: 5Clgnq!1.-aju"..1!1JL( 'I-1cir pcbsitc is: |ril,:ii
rrr-r rr \ilgi r r iu ltor ;[!r ct[9l!1
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